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RICHARD HUGO TO RECEIVE UM 
DISTINGUISHED SCHOLAR AWARD
MISS0ULA--
Poet Richard Hugo will receive the University of Montana 1982 Distinguished 
Scholar Award at commencement exercises June 13.
The award, instituted in 1980, carries a $1,000 honorarium from the UM 
Foundation. It was given in 1980 to Fred Shafizadeh, director of the UM Wood 
Chemistry Laboratory, and in 1981 to Horst Jarka, head of the German Section 
in the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures.
Hugo, professor of English and director of the creative writing program at 
UM, was nominated for the award by the English department and selected by the 
Research Advisory Council.
In April, Hugo added the H.G. Merriam Award for Distinguished Contributions 
to Montana Literature to honors that include Rockefeller and Guggenheim fellow­
ships; the Theodore Roethke Prize for 1976; and nominations in 1980 and 1981 for 
the Pulitzer Prize for poetry.
In November 1981, he received the American Academy of Poets $10,000 fellow­
ship "for distinguished poetic achievement." Previous recipients include Robert 
Frost, William Carlos Williams, Ezra Pound, Elizabeth Bishop, Marianne Moore and 
John Berryman.
Montana State University, Bozeman, will confer the honorary doctor of letters 
degree upon Hugo at MSU commencement June 12.
Hugo has published eight books of poems, three chapbooks, a book of essays 
on the art and craft of writing poems, and a mystery novel. Some 500 of his
(over)
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poems have been published in The Atlantic, The New Yorker, Yale Review and 
other magazines. He has given 150 poetry readings here and abroad.
He is editor of the Yale Series of Younger Poets, a post whose incumbents 
have included Archibald MacLeish and W.H. Auden.
After overseas service as a bombardier in World War II, Hugo completed a 
master's degree at the University of Washington in his native Seattle. He.was 
a technical writer for the Boeing Company during the period he wrote the poems 
in his first book, "A Run of Jacks," published in 1961. He left Boeing in 1963 
for a sojourn in Italy, and he joined the UM faculty in 1964.
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